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illustrated. 1857 Excerpt: . . . by a corrupt bargain and sale; which should cause every honest man to blush for
his country. The great national parties were now organized, and, as my honest sentiments placed me in the
minority in my county, of course I retired from politics. But I say now, if the people would not be led by party
considerations, but would select honest and capable men, I cannot see the impropriety of canvassing, for oHice
on Christian principles. There is an incident or two connected with my little political experience, that I will give:
The first time I ran for oifiee in Sangamon County, I was on the north side of the Sangamon River, as we say in
the east, electioneering, or rather trying to get acquainted with the people, for I was at that early day a great
stranger to many of them. Passing through a brushy point of undergrowth, near a ferry where I intended to
cross the river, I heard just before me some one talking very loud. I reined my horse to listen. I heard some one
say that Peter Cartwright was a d--d rascal; and so were all Methodist preachers; they would all steal horses,
and that it was a scandal to the country that such a man as Cartwright should oHer for a representative of the
county; and that the first time he saw him, he intended to whip him for his impudence. This surprised me a little,
and I looked round...
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