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. Brand New Book. The Americans second year of the war saw the Eighth Air Force finally bombing Berlin, or
Big-B as it was known. The arrival in the theatre of an ever-increasing number of escort fighters, such as the P-
47 Thunderbolt and P-51 Mustang, meant that the close-knit formations of bombers could roam further afield
without the punitive losses suFered a year earlier. Little Friends rode to the rescue of their Big Friends but tail-
end Charlies could be cut down almost unnoticed and unlucky groups such as the Bloody Hundredth and the
445th Bomb Group B-24 Liberators who roamed too far suFered grievously. An Allied victory was never in
doubt and the air oFensive hastened its end but German aircraG production never faltered despite the assault
on the war industries. City bombing failed to break German spirit, enemy oil still flowed and revenge weapons ,
while jet planes would oFer the enemy hope, and the bomber boys pain. In this second volume, Martin Bowman
tells the story of the Eighth Air Force s campaign over Germany and Occupied Europe in the words of the men
who flew the missions.
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