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indexed. Not illustrated. 1909 Excerpt: .the tube readily becomes hot enough to ignite the dust or shavings; and
it would not be difficult to do the same thing again intentionally. In the very oldest culture of mankind, we can
find indications of how all other forms of fire-producing implements came to be invented. The earliest primitive
man had to scrape, bore, rub and saw, in order to shape his elementary weapons and implements in
accordance with the purpose for which they were to be used. All these processes produced dust, which under
favourable circumstances became ignited through the heat engendered by rapid motion. This is the view taken
by present-day ethnographers of the way in which the use of fire originated. No doubt the invention was made
independently in many places and at various times, but only, in all probability, after men were already familiar
with fire as a natural phenomenon. This necessarily follows from the fact, observed by careful travellers among
all primitive people, that fire is looked after and cherished as a kind of domestic animal, all possible precautions
being taken to prevent its going out. It is even probable that the invention of the house was suggested by the
necessity of protecting the fire from rain and snow. In the tribes which have come under my own observation,
nothing is so touching as their care for the eternal fire. If | had not made a point of getting young and old
people to show me, in every place...
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