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THE INFLUENCE OF A STRESS ACCENT IN LATIN POETRY

General Books LLC. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 22 pages.
Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.1in.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can
download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1906. Excerpt: . . . II NUMERI ITALICI ET SATURNII The first utterances of every people are in verse, not
verse in the sense of a definite arrangement of syllables that inevitably strikes the ear as diAerent from the
prose arrangement, but words forced into a rude kind of rhythm by being chanted again and again in worship
of some god or over the daily tasks that are shared in common. 1 Now whatever view may be held of the nature
of ictus in quantitative poetry, there can be no two opinions of the nature of the beat in music. In the most
primitive and the most sophisticated music alike, the down beat is the stressed beat--the placing of the foot on
the first syllable of the measure. We are all perfectly familiar with the transformation of prose into rhythm by
being chanted: --Our Father which art in Heaven Hallowed be thy name, or Du fond de labime je cne vers toi O,
mon Dieu. 1 Bowditch, Mission to Ashantee; Westphal, Einleitung, Allgemeine Metrik; du Merit, Introd. Poesies
Pofulaires latines au douzieme siicle, Paris, 1843. 24 Moreover, if, aHer centuries of quantitative poetry, the
Christian hymns became purely accentual by being chanted in the service of the Church, --the singing was at
first congregational and only gradually restricted to the priests, --much more would the first primitive chants
base their rhythm on the accent of the words. As we have seen, this accent, in the Italic dialects as well...
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